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Physicians for Human Rights

We use science and medicine to investigate and document 

human rights violations to support accountability and stop 

mass atrocities.
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Obstacles to Pursuing Cases of
Sexual Violence

• Forensic exams are rarely conducted 

• Medical charts are incomplete or 

illegible 

• Doctors, police, lawyers, and judges 

don’t communicate or coordinate with 

each other 

• Hospitals and police stations lack 

locked cabinets to securely store 

confidential medical records
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Forensic Photography
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Documentation





phr.org 12Presentation Template



phr.org





phr.org

MediCapt: The Concept
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Collaborative Design or “Co-Design”

✓ Develop context-appropriate solutions informed by 

end user needs

✓ Include end users in the design, development, 

implementation, and assessment

✓ Develop projects in incremental and iterative manner, 

soliciting feedback along the way

✓ Design feasible and usable solutions that learn from 

and enhance existing workflows, and plan for 

institutional adaptation

✓ Ensure solutions are sensitive to, and useful for, 

vulnerable populations and those affected by conflict 

and disaster 
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Field-Testing in DRC & Kenya (2014-2019)



Pilot: Naivasha Sub-County Referral Hospital, Kenya 



Implementing the Principles for Digital 
Development

Waugaman A. From Principle to Practice: Implementing the Principles for Digital Development. Washington, DC: The Principles for Digital 
Development Working Group; 2016.http://digitalprinciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/From_Principle_to_Practice_v5.pdf. Accessed 
February 8, 2017.

https://www.usaid.gov/digital-development/development-informatics
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Assessment Framework - MAPS TOOL



Lessons Learned 

• Designing and developing an app requires significant 

time and resources to develop, maintain, and sustain

• Embrace inevitable setbacks and learn from them 

• Take an iterative, collaborative, rights-based, approach

• Holistic institutional capacity development and training 

are key to ensuring successful implementation 

• Digital health/mHealth can play an important role 

beyond data collection for medical and public health 

purposes
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Next Steps: Mapping Mass Crimes

INFORMATION SUR LE/LA PATIENT(E)

Label Name Code Value %

A Féminin F 55 88.7

B Masculin M 7 11.3

Total 62 100.0



The Village of Kavumu, South Kivu, DRC



Cases Present at Panzi Hospital (2013-2016)





Judges Examine the Evidence



Innovative Victim and Witness Protections









phr.org

With Gratitude to Our Donors



Thank You

Karen Naimer
Director
Program on Sexual Violence in Conflict Zones
Physicians for Human Rights
knaimer@phr.org


